
A piano prodigy with an amazing memory, Germaine Tailleferre had 
a seven decade career as an active composer, writing over 150 
works, including works for ballet, film, opera, chamber ensemble, 
orchestra, harp, piano, violin and voice. She was the only female 
member of “Les Six,” a group of prominent composers in Paris in 
the 1920s.
 
Tailleferre started playing the piano by ear at age two and as a 
young girl was captivated by Mozart. By age eight she had begun 
composing and even had plans for an opera. However, her father 
was bitterly opposed to her musical education and refused to have 
her study at the Paris Conservatory. Her mother, a piano teacher, 



conspired with her against her father and helped her practice the 
piano while he was away and secured her an audition to the 
Conservatory at age twelve. She was accepted and began studying 
there. She was later forced by her father to leave the Conservatory 
and attend convent school, but eventually returned and studied with 
Ravel and Debussy. Tailleferre was also mentored by Satie, who 
after hearing her impressive two-piano piece “Jeux de plein air” 
called her his “musical daughter.”
 
The composers in “Les Six” adopted Satie’s musical ideas of 
simplicity and clarity and were hailed as the voice of French music. 
With the other members of “Les Six,” Tailleferre performed concerts, 
published a book of piano pieces and collaborated on a ballet. They 
remained good friends for the rest of their lives.
 
Germaine Tailleferre was married twice and had one child. She 
composed and taught until the end of her life. She was described as 
kind and gentle and not boastful. Her music, which Maurice Hinson 
describes as neoclassical and permeated with dance rhythms, was 
delightful and was filled with spontaneity and freshness. 

Listen to her beautiful “Impromptu” for solo piano. Tailleferre wrote it 
in 1909 at the age of 17 - it is one of her earliest pieces! I love this 
little piece, which is full of joy and lovely harmonies.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PygIdJMDKw4&list=PLKSdXm0-3z5sGGmpAn0PVPsoKVXMHDRtZ&index=10

