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Jessie Montgomery is an award-winning composer, violinist and
educator. Her music combines classical music with improvisation,
vernacular music and social justice. The Washington Post has
described her works as “turbulent, wildly colorful and exploding with
life.”

A New York native, Montgomery was born and raised in
Manhattan’s Lower East Side, at the time a hotbed of artists and
activists. Her father, a musician, and her mother, a theater artist and
storyteller, brought Jessie along with them to rallies, performances
and neighborhood events where artists gathered and supported
movements. These events of her childhood have helped to shape



her career, which includes a blend of performance, composition,
education and advocacy.

Montgomery began her musical studies at the age of four when she
started to study violin at the Third Street Music School Settlement in
New York City. By the age of eleven she was already very involved
in improvisation and composition. She went on to study violin
performance at Juilliard and also studied at New York University.
She is a founding member of PUBLIQuartet and a current member
of the Catalyst Quartet. She is an active performer with these
ensembles and others.

Montgomery likes to compose at the piano and on the violin. Her
compositions include solo, chamber, vocal and orchestral works.
She recently composed Five Slave Songs, which was a commission
by the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and Banner, written to
commemorate the 200+ anniversary of The Star-Spangled Banner.
She has been a featured composer for the New York Philharmonic’s
“Project 19,” which marked the centennial of the 19» Amendment,
granting equal voting rights to women.

Montgomery says, “Music is my connection to the world. It guides
me to understand my place in relation to others and challenges me
to make clear the things | do not understand. | imagine that music is
a meeting place at which all people can converse about their unique
differences and common stories.”

Listen to her work “Strum” for string quariet. This exciting piece was
commissioned by Community MusicWorks and premiered in 2006.
It is from her album “Strum” which combines classical music with
folk music elements, improvisation, spirituals and politics.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ZmVRWjpNxw

