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INTRODUCTION

'HE ROMANTIC ERA

1800-1900

The composers of the Romantic era were caught up in an
electric atmosphere of revolution and protest. New ideals of
freedom and individualism took Europe by storm, and fired

the imagination of great artists like Beethoven.

Portrayed bere by the
painter Caspar David

Friedrichistbe
archetypal Romantic
figure, The Wanderer
above a Sea of Mist. He
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T.ht‘ term ‘Romantic’ is one of the great labels of

IStory, a label that was, and still is, .1pﬁlu-d so loosely
l‘hal ll.l.\ hard to believe that what began as a great and
€onscious intellectual revolution has degenerated

N0 a byword for sentimentality, frills and rather §

Mmindless, if pretty, self-indulgence. To understand

what the poets, painters, composers and political 3

Philosophcrs and activists of the late 18th and 19th

Centuries meant by this label, the preceding age of 8

Enlightenment has to be confronted. The Romantics
Were history’s first ‘angry young men'. They were
reacting against the old world as much as they were
responding to the new. The whole process can even
be imagined as something very familiar: the
generation gap.

A true representative of the Enlightenment believed
in the power of reason. The world was a product of a
super rationality, that of God, who was worshipped as
lhe_ divine orchestrator of a ‘Grand Sc The
universe ‘worked’ according to rules which, once
understood, could be interpreted for the greater
welfare of humanity. An Enlightenment garden, for
example, might contain beautifully controlled plants,

Marat (above), the
‘Friend of the People’,
belped to inspire the
overthrow of the French
monarchy. The spirit of
the revolution is ]
epitomized by Delacroix’s
painting of Liberty
Leading the People
(below) —a powerful
testament to the era’s
thirst for freedom.

The Romantic era

a formal, ordered arrangement of nature. 50
progressive farmers could ‘improve’ the landscape to
vield bigger crops and fatter animals, and capitalists
could ‘rationalize’ working processes and harness new
materials and new technology to yield profit.
Everything pointed towards progress; if any mystery
remained that was only because no one had yet
worked out the rules. The Enlightenment celebrated
an ongoing status quo.

But the individuals who described themselves as
Romantic, and individuals they most emphatically
were, saw things, felt things, in a very different way.
Their garden was a wonderfully wild, colourful and
profuse environment, a source of inspiration. Artists —
be they painters, poets or musicians — had a duty to
respond to beauty and to the most rousing events of
the age. The material progress facilitated by the
Enlightenment had to be accompanied by political
and spiritual liberation, and so the Romantics thrilled
to the first stirrings of democratic revolution in
Europe. Instead of the ‘mob’ they saw the ‘people’
rising; instead of being a coldly calculated struggle for
survival, life was full of promise and hope.
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Mericie bssobe

Schumann

I1821-30

1831-40

1841-50

1851-60

1861-70

1871-80

1881-90

1891-1900

\NDMARKS OFTHE ROMANTIC ERA
= b e
HISTORY THEARTS SCIENCE
VSR T TR Qtssrena e

Rattie of Trafalgar (1805

Holy Raman Empire ends (1808)
5iave Trade abolished in Britan (1807}
Paninsular War in Span (1808)
Matternich becomes chief minister of

tra (1809
——
,n.u.‘o il pronounced insane (1811)
Napoleon s retreat from Moscow (1812)
ows n Russis emancipated (1812)

Napoleon banished to Eiba (1814)
Battie of Waterloo (1815)

Congress of Vienna sat \T”BM 18)
Victoria and Albertb. (1819)

George Illd succeeded by :mrng”‘:o)

de Stasl Delphine' (1802)
Turner ‘Shipwreck’ (1805
Hegel ‘Phenomenciogy of the Mind’ (1807}
83 begins ‘La Source’ (1807)
Goethe Faust Part | (1808)
Friadrich ‘The Cross in the Mountains’ [1808)
man Nazarenes founded (1809)

Brothers Grimm Fairy Tales (1812)

Elgin Marbles brought to England (1812) 2
'on begins ‘Childe Harold's Pilgrimage’ (1812

“Waverley (1814)

Oor- The Third of May 1808 (1814)

Coleridge ‘Sybilline Loaves’ (1816)

Gericault Raft of the Medusa’ (1819)

Shelley Prometheus Unbound (1820)

Constable Haywain (1821)
Thomes de Quincy ‘Confessions of an English

Opium Eater’ (1821)

Pushkin £

ugene Onegin (1822)
g smmo.m‘!azm

.
Napoleond (1821)
> Greak War of Independence (1822)
Mande Simon Bolivar leads revolution in Latiny
America(1822)
v . Decembrist revolt in Russia (1825)
Turkey recognises Greek Independence
) 1829
8 Revolution in Paris (1830
———

811 Itahian Youth' movement launched by
siuseppe Mazaini (1831

Spanish Inquisition suppressed (1834

01833 Davy Crockett killed at the Alamo (1836)

with Send Victoria becomes Queen of England (1837)

First Opium War (1839)

9 Queen Victoria marries Prince Albert

Techaikovsky Db (184 1840

Schumann y
Adolphe Sax nvent
Mendeissohn's A%d
Verture prermie
Mendelssohn v
Mendeissohn
Liszt'sfirst
Chopina

British Hong Kong soveregnty (1841)

USwar with Mexico ns (1846)

Corn Laws repealed by Parliament (1846)

Potato famine in ireland (1846 8)

California Gold Rush (1847)

Communist manifesto issued by Marx
and Engels (184 8)

Revolutions throughout Europe (1848)

Brahms tours with Remeny: (1852
Verdi Ls Traviats, Venice (1853
Steinway sets up his New York firm of

Louis Napoleon prociaimed Na -
restores French Empire (1852)
The Crimean War (1854 .-6)

peano manufacturers (1853 Serbia's inde ndence recognised by
Scnumanna"e-é,'s sucade (1854) Europe (1856)
Schumannd (1856 Indian Mutiny (1857)
Liszt Prano Concerti nos Tand 2 (1ate 1850s)  British Rule in India transferred to the
Mahiert (1BEO

Crown (1858)

Unification of Italy (1861)
American Civil War (1861)
Emancipation of Russian serfs (1861)
Bismarck becomes Prussian PM (1862)
Slavery abolished in US (1865)

Marx ‘Das Kapstal’ Vol 1(1867)

Suez Canal opened (1869
Franco-Prussian War (1870)

Ludwig Kochel Catalogue of Mozart's
Works' (1862)
Schubert's Unfinished” Symphony
rediscovered and premuéred (1865
mnu Tristan und Isolde’ (1865)
wzd (1869
g-]k}anky Romeo and Juliet” Overture
1870)

Paris Opéra completed (1874
Tehaikovsky Panc Concerto no 111875)
Brahms Symphony no. 111876)
Bayreuth ﬁnwlroptns voth Wagner's
g’ cycle (1876)
Tohaikovsky Swan Lake (1877)
Brahms Vio/in Concerto (187 8)
Tehaikovsky 812 Overture (1880)

Paris Commune set up (1871)
Pafa.ﬂ' lowed possession of the Vetican
{ )

Spanish Civil War (1872)

Disraeli becomes British PM (1874)
Vlclaviabgcomessmr:“s India (1877)
Stalin and Trotsky b. (1879)

British Zulu War (1879)

Jews persecuted in Russia (1881)

Triple Allu'nco bnvgoao; Austria, Germany
and Italy formed (1882)

General Gordon killed st th’W'

Gladstone brings in bill for Home LaJ
Ireland (1886)

Adolf Hitler b. (1889)

Bismarck dismissed by Willism 1 (1890)

Brahms Piano Concerta na 2(1881)
Tehaikovsky Capriceio ftatien (1881)
Berlin Philharmonic founded (1882
Stravinskyb (1882)

Wagner d.(1883)

Anna Paviova b (1885)

Lisztd (1886)

Tchaikovsky SﬂrepmgBeauJyHBB?)

Independent Labour Party formed (1893]
British South Afrioa Company lermion
becormes Rhodesia (1895) i g
First O|vmglc. held in Alhcnlr.."." g
x‘r“:{'wl' Iamon'dIJ%g.lldﬂ‘ .? Tz
oylus forgery trial s letter
Fronch Prascnt ' accuse’ (1898)
The Boer War (1899)

}c:mkov*v Nutcracker (1892)
a5k Symphony no. 6 ‘Pathétigue’
Tehaikovsky d (18573)

Mahier Symphony no 3(1893.6)
Puccini'La eme’, Turin (1896 )
Clara Schumann d (1896,
Brahmsd (1897

Delacroix 5
Lebas begins building Notre Dame (1823)
Manzoni ‘| Promess: Spos 1825)
Stendhal ‘Le Rouge et le Now (1830)

Victor Hugo "Notre Dame’ (1831)

Gosethe Faust Part 11 (1832)

Schlogolwmpmesh»s(;evmn Shakespeare
translation (1833)

George Sand "Lélia (1833)

Hokusai ‘36 views of Mount Fuy (1834-5)

Poe The Fall of the House of Usher’ (1839

Lermentov ‘A Hero of our Times’ (1840)

Gogol's ‘Dead Souls’ published (first part) (1842)
Wordsworth becomes Poet Laureate (1843)
Ruskin ‘Modern Painters’ Vol. 1(1843)

Turner Rain, Steam and Speed’ (1844)

E. Bronte "Withering Heights' (1847)
Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood founded (184 8)

H. Murger ‘Scénes de la vie de Boheme' (1848)
Courbet The Stonebreakers (1850)

The first submarine . Neutilus produced by Robert
Fulton (1801}

Ultra violet light discovered in the sun's s

Johann P»HE-‘BOM Fomm——
Shell invented by Henry Shrapnel (1803)
Fulton's steamship makes s first voyage (1807)
River Ganges source is discovered 41;88,
Canning 100d techniques developed by Appet (1810)

Machine for spin ning flax invented by Grrarg (1812)

First steam locomotive constructed by George
Stephenson (1814

Miner's safety lamp invented by Humphry Davy
(1 )

Stethoscope invented by R T Laénnec (1816)

Detector lock invented by Jererniah Chubb (1218)

Electromagnetism discovered by Osrsted (1820)

Egyptian hieroglyphics deciphered by Champollion,
using Romggmnenazu e

Pnnczuph of electric dynamo discovered by Faraday
(1827)

Wﬂug'ool fabric invented by Charles Macintosh
(1823)

Stockton-Darlington railroad opens (1825)
Photographs produced by Niepce (1827)

Charles Da;win‘satls on HMS Beagie (1831)

ple o e P eveloped by
Charles Babbage (1834)

Colt patents his single barrel pistol (1835)

Morse Code invented by Samuel Morse (1837)

Daguerre and Niepce present thew method of
cgtotoqvaphvﬂﬂ 8)

Vulcanization is discovered by C Goodyear (1839)

Hypnosis discovered by James Braid (1841)

9‘1321.'4 screw threads proposed by Whitworth
! )

Wood-pulp paper invented by F G. Keller (1844}
Ether as an anaesthetic used by W, T. Norton (1846)
Nmoqlgorimmsoovued by Ascanio Sobrero (1846)
Ratary Printing press invented by Richard Hoe (184 7)
Bunsen Burner produced by R. W. Bunsen (1850)

The Great Exhibition (1851)
Longfellow The Song of Hiawatha' (1855)
Wait Whitman ‘Leaves of Grass (1855)
ire ‘Les Fleurs du Mal’ (1857)

E. Fitzgerald ‘Rubaiyét of Omar Kayysm’ (1859)
Arts and Crafts movement set up (late 1850s)
Burckhardt The Civilisation of the Renaissance in

Italy (1860)

Sewing machine developed by Isaac Singer (1851)

Rotation of the earth proved by Jean Foucault (1857)

Livingstone discovers the Victoria Falls (1855)

nverter for steel-making process introduced by Sir

Henry Bessemer (1856)

Charles Darwin ‘On the Crigin of 183 puts.
forward the theory of evolution (1859)

First oil well drilled (1859)

Turgenev ‘Fathers and Sons’ (1862)

Manet ‘Déjeuner sur I'herbe’ (1863)

olstoy “‘War and Peace’ (1864)

Dickens ‘Our Mutual Friend’ (1864)
Swinburne ‘Atlanta in Calydon’ (1866)
Dostoevsky ‘Crime and Punishment’ (18686)
Paris World's Fair exhibits Japanese art (186 7)
Flaubert ‘L'education Sentimentale’ (1869)

%t.d of light measured by Lion Foucault (1862)
'St underground railway opened in London (1863)
Pasteurization invented by Lous Pasteur (1864)
Genetics experiments published by G. Mendel (1865)
Antiseptic surgery introduced by Lord Lister (1865)
Dynamite invented by Alfred Nobel (who established
the Nobel prize) (1866
Typewriter nvented by Christopher Sholes (186 7)

G. Eliot ‘Middlemarch’ (1871)
First impressionist Exhibition, Paris (1874)
Verlaine Romance sans parole’ (1874
ir ‘Le Moulin de la Galette” (1876)
M. Twain Tom Sawyer (1876)
Whistler vs. Ruskin libel action (1878)
2ola ‘Nana' 41880:
Rodin The Thinker’ (1880)

Typewriter developed cially (1870s)
OC”IIO%IIP’IY‘ ded by the Challeng
-8)

Telephone invented by A. Graham Bell (1876)

Boctoria dentied by Fobar bach 1876

i
‘ophone invent

Bloctrlz gt Dutb oo o o878}

Picasso b. (1881)

R.L Stevenson Treasure Island’ (1882)
Nietzsche Thus Sgake Zarathustra’ (1883)
Seurat ‘Bathers’ (1 Mé

Van Gogh The Potato Eaters’ (1885)

Cézanne ‘Mont Sainte-Victoire (1885)

Oscar Wilde The Picture of Dorian Gray' (1890)
Ibsen ‘Hedda Gabler (1890)

1881
!""r“"g Tints provas 10 0 e oy i . Gition
f885)

Motor car invented by Karl Benz (1885)

Radio waves produced by Heinrich Hertz (1887)
'.‘dlm:l’d ﬁ!_lpumud by H.W,b(visoodvnn (1”17‘
Pneumatic tyre invented by John Duniop (1888)

Thomas Hardy Tess of the D‘Uvb.rvallgu’ (1891)

i e
Toulouse Lautrec ‘Moulin & (1 lenry s his car
Art Nouveau style smerges (1853 Radio nlogr-punnwmdbymunas&
Sienkiewicz '‘Quo Vadis (1895) X-rays discover byﬂocnm‘ BQS& |
W.B. Yeats 'Poems (1895) Safety razor invented by G {1895) |
H.G. Wells The War of the Worlds® (1898) Motion picture invented by Edison (1896) -
Chekhoy ‘Uncle Vanya’ (1900) Pavlov's first experiment condrtioned reflex
Freud The Interpretation of Dreams’ (1900) (1900)
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Introduction to the period

This early water-colour
by Turner of Tintern
Abbey (right)
demonstrates the
attraction of Gothic
architecture for
Romantic artis Along
with other things
medieval, itwas felt to be
one of the truest
expressions of religious
Jeeling. It was at Tintern
Abbey that Wordsworth
mused on ‘the still, sad
music of bumanity’,

In an age of conflict,
Goya's electrifying 3rd of
May 1808 ( below)
&gripped the Romantic
imagination. It takes as
its subject one of the
atrocities that occurred
Jollowing the French
invasion of Spain. With
almost savage pity, Goya
bighlights the Dplight of
the Spanish people,
Pitting the individual —
dressed in white —
against a ‘crowd’ of
Jaceless executioners.

T'he literary initiative
I'he Romantic movement
inter-disciplinary -~ no fed
every European culture addec :
' -ver, that literaturc
to say, however, t lite
that in the beginning German iz it . !
whole trend. Ironically, (,yrm.’l economic backw Jf‘h
partly due to her political i fying the world Wit
ness. While France was clectri 15 embarking on @
revolutionary fervour, Britain \_\-l; strial power But
career as the world’s first great l”(”“)rm( ipalities and
Germany — a collection of over 30 ; .rman-speakers
duchies — was only a cultural entity : r’-(nr\ identity, a
were looking for a compensatory lrr:;;klh)l sense Of
hook upon which to hang their L’|~1|l
nationhood, and Romanticism provic f([ Lo s
The yearning for an .lltcrnun\f ra f 2 literary
reflected in the extraordinary success (())c; mmc;
fraud perpetrated by a s('nmsh. ,,[:] e
Macpherson. In 1762 Macpherson p( g4 .‘whcn he
spread like wildfire throughout l‘"um'ptfthc poctry
published a selection of his ‘tran.sl:mf)m o” 7
of an ancient, semi-legendary Irish “d.rrm-callcd
Ossian. (Few people suspected ‘lhu[ (h(’ s‘uh A
translations were in fact the inventions Qf .\LIL['? € o
with little relation to genuine Gaelic lore.) 5
mystical Celtic world of Ossian, in combmauon vu. :
’candinavian mythology and folklore, provided a ml“'
ein of literature to be tapped, beyond the monopoly
of France, the traditional arbiter of good taste.

s it was
l\llll(rll.lll“”"l'l S
wWas : immune i

art remained It is fair

to its rich miX s
took the initiative o
ture plnm't'rui t
v ad was







